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Connecting the world’s greatest cities taking bold climate action, 
leading the way towards a healthier and more sustainable future

C40 Cities connects 
97 of the world’s 
greatest cities to 
take bold climate 
action, leading the 
way towards a 
healthier and more
sustainable future.

250+ staff across the globe

Offices in London, Copenhagen, Paris, New 
York, Beijing, Rio, Johannesburg



WHY CITIES?
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• More than half of the world’s 
population live in cities

• 85% of GDP
• Cities represent 70% 

of global CO2 emissions

• 70% of C40 cities report 
they already experience the 
effects of climate change

• Other impacts include 
increased pollution and 
rising inequality

• Direct technical assistance

Cities have the potential to 
deliver more than 40% of the 

emissions reductions required 
to realise the highest ambition 

of the Paris Agreement: 
keeping temperature rise to 1.5 

degrees Celsius

Cities are engines of 
growth and innovation, but also 

major carbon emitters
Climate change affects cities Cities can make the difference



The climate crisis is 
unfair, our response 
has to be just 
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Climate change does not treat 
everyone equally and the people who 
contribute the least are suffering the 
most. 

At the same time climate action can 
have social and economic unintended 
consequences. 

Our response to the climate crisis 
needs to be just and inclusive: if 
addressing climate change does not 
meet the needs of city residents, 
mayors will lose the permission to act.

100 million people are expected to 
be put into extreme poverty in the 
next 10 years due to climate change.



§ It is the world’s first road map 
that shows how cities can 
achieve the Paris agreement 

§ This ongoing work will help 
guide cities in avoiding the 
worst of climate change

D E A D L I N E  2 0 2 0 : A PATHWAY TO 
ACHIEVE THE PARIS AGREEMENT



“By the end of 2020 every C40 member city 
will have developed and begun 
implementing a comprehensive, 

measurable climate action plan to deliver 
low-carbon resilient development that is 

consistent with the ambitions of the Paris 
Agreement”.



Key components of a Climate Action Plan (CAP)

EMISSIONS 
NEUTRAL

Develop a 
pathway to deliver 

an emissions 
neutral city by 

2050 at the latest

RESILIENCE 
TO CLIMATE HAZARDS

Demonstrate how the 
city will adapt and 

improve its resilience to 
climate hazards that 
may impact the city 

now and in future

INCLUSIVITY AND 
BENEFITS

Outline the social, 
environmental and 
economic benefits 

expected from 
implementing the plan, 

and improve the equitable 
distribution

GOVERNANCE & 
COLLABORATION

Detail the governance, 
powers and the 

partners who need to 
be engaged in order to 
accelerate the delivery

CAP



www.resourcecentre.c40.org
Climate Action Planning Resource Centre



C40 sectoral declarations



Amsterdam
Auckland

Austin
Barcelona

Berlin
Birmingham

Bogotá
Cape Town

Copenhagen
Heidelberg

Honolulu
Jakarta

Liverpool City Region
London

Los Angeles
Madrid

Greater Manchester
Medellin

Mexico City
Milan

Moscow
Oslo

Oxford
Paris

Quito
Rio de Janeiro

Rome
Rotterdam

Santa Monica
Santiago

Seattle
Seoul
Tokyo

Vancouver
Warsaw

West Hollywood

36 SIGNATORIES 
( of which, 7 non 

C40)
Green and Healthy Streets 
Declaration
In 2017, C40 Cities launched the Green and 
Healthy Streets Declaration where signatories 
pledged to:
• Procuring, with our partners, only zero-emission 

buses from 2025;
• and ensuring a major area of our city is zero 

emission by 2030.

To meet these commitments, mayors will:
• Transform cities through people-friendly planning 

policies.
• Increase the rates of walking, cycling and the use of 

public and shared transport that is accessible to all.
• Reduce the number of polluting vehicles on streets 

and transition away from fossil fuel powered 
vehicles

• Lead by example by procuring zero emission 
vehicles for city fleets as quickly as possible.

• Collaborate with suppliers, fleet operators and 
businesses to accelerate the shift to zero emissions 
vehicles and reduce vehicle miles in cities.

• Publicly report every two years on the progress the 
cities are making towards these goals.

Credit: Guillaume Bontemps _ Ville de ParisCredit: Guillaume Bontemps _ Ville de 
Paris



Advancing Towards Zero 
Waste Declaration

Auckland
Boston

London
Copenhagen
Los Angeles
Melbourne

Milan
Montréal

New York City
Paris

Philadelphia
Portland

Rotterdam
San Francisco

Stockholm
Sydney
Tel Aviv

Tokyo
Toronto

Vancouver
Washington D.C

Signatories pledge to advance 
towards zero waste cities by: 

• Reducing the municipal solid 
waste generation per capita by at 
least 15% by 2030 compared to 
2015.

• Reducing the amount of 
municipal solid waste disposed to 
landfill and incineration by at least 
50% by 2030 compared to 2015, 
and increase the diversion rate 
away from landfill and incineration 
to at least 70% by 2030.

21 C40 
SIGNATORIES

Credit: Visoot Uthairam _ Getty Images
Credit: Visoot Uthairam _ Getty Images



C40 Nature Declaration

To protect our communities from climate risk and help meet the 
goals of the Paris Agreement while improving overall health and 
wellbeing, our cities pledge to increase and enhance nature in our 
urban environments that reduces climate risk and vulnerability,
supports wider ecosystem services, and is equitably distributed and 
publicly accessible, by 2030.

Building with Nature for Climate-Resilient & Thriving Cities
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We invite our partners -
political leaders, CEOs, trade 
unions, investors, and civil 
society - to join us in 
recognising the global climate 
emergency and help us deliver 
on science-based action to 
overcome it.



City-Business Climate Alliance 
The City-Business Climate Alliance (CBCA) is a global two-tier network of cities 
and businesses designed to create systemic change through data-driven, joint 
climate action.

¾ Challenge: A large portion of cities’ emissions is controlled by the private sector. 
¾ Opportunity: There is unprecedented alignment between City mayors and business 

climate action commitments.

Help cities implement their climate action plans through 
working with business, providing guidance and convening 
support.

A global initiative that enables cities share knowledge and 
learn from others to drive effective and transformational 
change.



Why does construction matter?

By 2025 we will need to build 1 billion new homes.
Globally, 60% of buildings that will exist in 2050 are yet to
be built.

This means constructing a city the size of Stockholm or
Milan (1.5 million people) per week until 2050; a city the
size of Singapore or New York every month until 2050.

Construction materials and the building sector are
responsible for more than 30% of global resource
consumption.

Construction sites are also responsible for significant air
and noise pollution, linked to construction activities, the
use of diesel machinery, lorry movements, and traffic
congestion.

CLEAN CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

What can cities do?
City decisions determine a number of potentially market-
shifting areas:
• building codes
• land use planning and zoning policies
• reduction targets and policies, including fiscal measures
• municipal procurement processes and tendering criteria
• requiring carbon assessments and whole lifecycle

approach
• flagships and demonstration projects



C40 Green Ports Forum brings 
together Cities and Ports to take 
collective action to combat climate 
change and set targets for 
decarbonizing global supply chains 
related to ports in a just and equitable 
way.

C40 Green Ports Forum



UNI

Building on the mobilization of youth on 
climate change, Students Reinventing Cities 
aims to

• create a space for students and universities 
to share their vision and to produce fresh 
ideas & tangible solutions

• strengthen student’s knowledge on the 
leading solutions, policies and technologies on 
climate change

g Students Reinventing Cities 
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● Facilitate conversations and collaborative climate action between C40 
mayors and youth climate leaders that help accelerate the implementation of 
a Global Green New Deal.

● Further develop global leadership on the climate emergency through 
training. 

● Share best practices for cities regarding youth engagement.

The Forum is made up of mayors and youth leaders from all global 
regions committed to working together to deliver on the principles of a 
Global Green New Deal. 



C40’s Women4Climate initiative aims to empower and support the next
generation of women climate leaders around the world.

The Women4Climate initiative includes an innovative Mentorship Programme,
which matches mayors, city offcials, and committed leaders from the business
sector, international organizations and civil societywith emerging women leaders.
Mentors share their knowledge and experiences, supporting their mentees to
become powerful leaders in their chosen field, including politics, NGOs,
business, media, and community groups.

There is a growing number of cities, including Paris, Mexico City, Montreal,
Barcelona, Lisbon, London, Quito, Tel Aviv-Yafo, Vancouver,
Sydney and Auckland, that have launched their own Women4Climate
Mentorship Programme in order to empower the most talented young climate
leaders of their cities.



THRIVING CITIES
INITIATIVE



FOOD SYSTEMS NETWORK
2
2

• Cities drive the global economy and urban 
decisions have an impact well beyond city 
boundaries

• Cities have a unique opportunity to influence 
demand in addition to national action

• Cities are currently home to 55% of the 
world’s population and by 2050 70-80% 

Cities drive 
consumption

SAVINGS FROM FOOD INTERVENTIONS

Source: Addressing Food-Related Consumption-Based 
Emissions 

Consumption emissions

Image: Shutterstock
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Consumption is a key 
driver of global GHG 
emissions

Consumption emissions

• Cities are leading on reducing local 
emissions from buildings, energy, 
transport and waste

• When accounting for consumption-based 
emissions, C40 member cities represent 
10% of global greenhouse gas emissions 



2
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Consumption emissions will nearly double by 2050

Consumption 
emission within C40 
cities are rising 

Left unchecked, 
they will nearly
double by 2050

Consumption emissions



“How can our city be 
a home to thriving people

in this thriving place,
while respecting 

the wellbeing of all people
and the health of the whole planet?”

THRIVING CITIES INITIATIVE



- C40’s World-leading climate 
knowledge centralised in one place

- Wide range of practical 
resources to accelerate climate 
action in cities around the world

- Original articles, interactive 
tools and data explorers 

- Open-access platform for all city 
practitioners + enhanced features 
for C40 cities

C40 KNOWLEDGE HUB



GIVING MAYORS THE TOOLS TO KEEP CLIMATE ON THE 
AGENDA AND DELIVER A GREEN AND JUST RECOVERY

Sets the agenda for a 
recovery that is 
sustainable and equitable 
as the only possible 
recovery; identifies 
concrete actions and ask 
to deliver a green and 
just recovery; provides 
the right data and 
expertise to enable 
mayors to lead



ONLY A GREEN AND JUST RECOVERY WILL 
HALVE EMISSIONS BY 2030

The research demonstrates that a green and just 
recovery will create more jobs, more quickly and 
deliver greater economic and health benefits than a 
return to business as usual can hope to achieve. 

A focus on urban priorities can deliver both necessary 
emission reductions and rapid job creation. 

Cumulative GHG emissions between 2020-2030, per city example, under the four modelled scenarios.



GREEN AND JUST RECOVERY BENEFITS 
A ‘green and just recovery’ could..

A ‘green and just recovery’ could create over 50 million good, 
sustainable jobs by 2025 over a third more than investing 
equivalent funds into a ‘high-carbon recovery’

Reducing air pollution as much as 29% over the next ten 
years, compared to a return to BAU which could prevent over 
270 thousand premature deaths.

Deliver over $1.4 billion savings in health costs resulting from 
reduced hospital admissions on respiratory and cardiovascular 
diseases, and wider economic benefits of over $280 billion
over the next 10 years from the value of premature deaths 
averted.



DRIVING A GREEN 
AND JUST RECOVERY 
IN 1000 CITIES



The most important milestone since 
the adoption of the Paris Agreement: 
for the first time nations are expected 
to present new and enhanced pledges 
showing how they will reach net-zero 
emissions by 2050.

© Anadolu Agency 

November 1-12, 2021
Glasgow, Scotland



CITIES RACE TO 
ZERO



Cities Race to Zero pledge:

- We recognise the global climate emergency. 

- We are committed to keeping global heating 
below the 1.5°C goal of the Paris Agreement.

- We are committed to putting inclusive climate 
action at the center of all urban decision-
making, to create thriving and equitable 
communities for everyone. 

- We invite our partners – political leaders, CEOs, 
trade unions, investors, and civil society – to 
join us in recognising the global climate 
emergency and help us deliver on science-
based action to overcome it.

Endorse the following principles: Pledge to reach net-zero 
in the 2040s or by mid-
century at the latest and 
limit warming to 1.5°C.

Plan to set an interim 
2030 target consistent with 
a fair share of 50% global 
emission reductions.

Proceed to planning at 
least one inclusive climate 
action, eg. Procure only 
zero emission buses from 
2025.

Publish your target 
and action to your usual 
reporting platform and 
report progress annually.



join?

01
Access the best resources to plan 
your green recovery

02
Win the argument for climate 
action in your city

03
Demonstrate your city’s 
leadership in this global movement 
and at the biggest climate event of 
the decade

04
Access global media platforms to 
spread the word about your city's 
achievements



© holgs

CHANGE IN 
THE WORLD.



Thank you


